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United  Brethren  Church  in  Lebanon 

County. 

About  the  year  1719  a man  by  the  name  of  John  Light 
came  to  America  from  the  Palatinate.  Germany,  and  located 
in  Lebanon  township,  Lancaster  Co.,  Pa.,  which  is  now  Leb- 
anon county.  Some  twenty-two  years  later  he  secured  by 
patent  the  tract  of  land  on  which  he  had  settled,  and  the  same, 
year  (1742)  built  a large  two-story  stone  house,  which  served 


The  Old  Fort. 

many  purposes  in  those  days  of  peril  and  hardships  on  the 
part  of  “the  first  settlers.”  Aside  from  the  fact  that  John 
Light  and  his  family  lived  in  that  stone  structure,  divine  ser- 
vices were  held  in  it  under  the  auspices  of  the  Mennonites,  to 
which  society  Mr.  Light  piobably  belonged.  Moreover,  in 
seasons  of  peril,  especially  during  the  French  and  Indian  war, 
it  became  a place  of  refuge  for  women  and  children  for  many 
miles  around,  sheltering  as  many  as  sixty  families  at  one  time. 
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It  was  originally  enclosed  by  a.  stockade,  and  was  called 
"The  Old  Fort."  The  accompanying  cut  was  made  from  a 
“snap-shot''  taken  by  the  writer.— The  house  still  stands 
north  of  town  near  the  bed  of  the  old  Ifnion  Canal,  and  is  oc- 
cupied as  a dwelling  and  for  other  purposes — white  and  black 
people,  horses,  dogs,  ducks  and — well,  almost  everything P 

I thus  refer  to  John  Light  and  his  old  home,  the  former 
gone  to  his  ete+nal  reward,  and  the  latter  crumbling  into  de- 
cay. for  the  simple  reason  that  from  that  source  came  the  long 
r>  , 1 
list  of  Lights  who  pioneered  the  cause  of  United  Brethrenism 

in  Lebanon  county  from  1775  to  1S50.  So,  from  Light's  Old 
Fort  in  Lebanon  to  ouir far  off  Mission  in  the  Philippines,  I 
trace  the  trend  of  their  godly  iafl church  life  and 
labor. 

The  history  of  the  United  Brethren  Church  in  Lebanon 
County  dates  back  to  1767,  when  the  first  ycncral  meeting  of 
“the  unsectarian  ministers."  as  our  pioneer  preachers  were 
commonly  called,  was  held  in  Isaac  Long’s  barn,  near  Lan- 
caster. Pa.  That  meeting  occurred  on  Whitsuntide,  and 
sustained  the  same  relation  to  United  Brethrenism  that  the 
Pentecost  did  to  the  early  Christian  church;  because  on  that 
occasion  the  Holy  Spirit  came  in  great  power  and  moved 
men  to  speak  with  unmatched  utterance  concerning  the  affaiis 
of  the  kingdom , and  clothed  them  with  salvation  as  with  a 
garment.  During  his  pastorate  in  Lancaster  our  imperial 
leader,  William  Oiterbein,  worked  his  way  into  the  very  heart 
of  the  Gospel,  and  thus  reached  the  state  of  conscious  assur- 
ance respecting  his  personal  acceptance  with  God.  With 
divine  unction  and  utterance  of  soul  never  before  realized,  he 
preached  the  sin-killing,  soul-saving  purpose  and  power  of 
regeneration,  just  as  Jesus  did  to  Xicodemus,  and  thus  made 
it  one  of  the  fundamental  features  of  our  faith.  Moreover,  as 
Lancaster  historically  aud  doctrinally  stands  for  the  new 
birth  in  our  ecclesiastical  calendar,  so  Isaac  Long’s  barn,  for 
a similar  reason,  represents  the  source  and  development  of 
our  spiritual  life  and  power,  emphatically  declaring  that 
through  the  ministry  of  the  Comforter  alone  the  children  of 
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men  and  the  churches  they  establish  can  be  transformed  into 
the  image  of  Jesus  and  adequately  equipped  for  service.  Thus 
the  church  was  conceived  in  the  spirit  of  conscious  need  and 
enjoyment  concerning  all  the  divinely-appointed  resources  of 
our  redemption,  including  the  preaching  of  the  Word,  the 
cleansing  power  of  the  blood  and  the  ministry  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  who  takes  of  the  things  of  Jesus  and  savingly  presents 
them  to  the  soul.  By  a universal  law  of  our  spiritual  nature, 
those  who  look  into  the  law  of  God  are  changerHuto  the  same 
image  from  glory  to  glory;  and,  by  the  reflex  influence  of  that 


Isaac  Lonc.’s  Home. 

same  law,  through  which  we  unconsciously  acquire  the  moral 
and  spiritual  qualities  of  those  whose  characters  we  approv- 
ingly contemplate,  the  man  who  affectionately  looks  into  the 
face  of  Jesus  is  straightway  transformed  into  his  lovely  like- 
ness. For  the  transforming  influence  and  effect  of  that  vision, 
which  costs  absolutely  nothing  in  dollars  and  cents,-  except 
that  which  an  honest  man  is  bound  to  reject  as  the  price  of 
principle  or  manhood,  one  might  well  forego  the  comforts  of 
all  his  phvsieal  faculties,  suffer  his  eyes  to  be  plucked  out. 
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knowing  that  thereby  he  shall  see  t-l^e  King  in  His  beauty  and 

behold  the  Only  Begotten  of  the  Father,  full  of  truth  and 

* ' 

grace.  — 

Therefore  these  men,  realizing  the  p$ril  of  sin  and  the  worfh 
of,souls,  knew  that  even  a lovely  landscape  like  the  Lebanon 
Valley,  with  its  boundless  resources  of  material  wealth,  must  > 
prove  a cold  and  barren  , community  without  the  life-giving 
influence  of  th?  Sun  of  Righteousness  in  the  soul  of  the  set- 
tler. In  the  absence  of  Spiritual  fruit  the  soil  of  life  can  fur- 
nish nothing  worthy  the  aim  and  ambition  of  an  immortal 
soul.  The  true  philosopjjw  of  life  is  bound  up  in  the  dodtrine 
of  spiritual  supremacy.  C That-is  a divinely  established  centre 
around  which  every  other  e:nf  I'Weion  ^frlifc  must  subordi- 
nate^’gravitate.  “Seek  first  the  -Kingdom  of  God  and  his 
righteousness,”  is  the  injunction  of  the  great  Teacher.  In 
the  spirit  of  that  persuasion,  realizing  that  the  business  of  the 
church  is  to  win  the  world  to  a better  life,  our  spiritual  an- 
cestors, faithful  ministers  and  members  of  various  denomi- 
nations, raised  the  “danger  signals”  of  the  Gospel  in  the 
counties  of  Lebanon,  Lancaster,  Berks  and  Dauphin,  and  also 
throughout  the  Cumberland  Valiev  and  among  the  wide 
ranges  of  the  Allegheny  Mountains,  and  thus  induced  thou- 
sands to  flee  the  wrath  to  come. 

Soon  after  the  town  of  Lebanon  was  laid  out,  and  when 
most  of  our  fair  fiefds  and  fertile  farms  were  still  covered  with 
forests  upon  which  the  keen  blade  of  the  woodman’s  ax  had 
not  yet  been  tried,  and  through  which  wild  beasts  and  wilder  ' 
Indians  still  roamed,  the  one  often  in  hot  pursuit  of  the  other, 
the  work  of  a soul-saving  evangelism  was  organized  and  en- 
tered upon  in  those  sections  of  the  state  already  referred  to, 
the  movement  being  pioneered  by  a company  of  plain  but 
pious  preachers,  chiefly  of  the  Mennonite  Society,  but  includ- 
ing members  of  almost  every  other  Protestant  persuasion  in 
the  State.  At  that  time  the  trend  of  church  life,  in  spite  of 
the  faithfulness  of  the  few  ministers  then  employed  to  preach 
the  Gospel,  was  largely  negative  and  neutral,  affording  little 
or  no  stimulation  to  spiritual  enterprise.  Moreover,  this  was 
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the  period  immediately  proceeding  the  Revolutionary  War, 
which  was  additionally  demoralizing  and  detrimental  to  re- 
ligion. Fortunately  for  those  who  have  been  favorably  ef- 
fected by  United  Brethrenism,  the  period  of  religious  indiffer- 
ence to  which  I refer  was  broken  by  the  great  Pentecostal 
Meeting  at  Isaac  Long’s  to  which  I have  already  alluded, 
where  people  of  every  name  and  order,  and  from  widely 
separate  communities,  met  for  public  worship  and  religious 
counsel  in  a large  barn,  where  Martin  Boehm, — a Mennonite 
minister,  preached  the  gospel  with  such  wonderful  power  and 
unction  that  hundreds  were  led  to  Christ  through  that  simple 
sermon,  at  the  close  of  which  William  Otterbein,  a Reformed 
minister,  tearfully  took  the  plain  preacher  in  his  long  arms 
and  said:  “We  are  Brethren.”  That  affectionate  utterance 
and  fraternal  scene,  heard  and  observed  by  a sobbing  multi- 
tude who  occupied  every  inch  ofi»available  space  in  the  large 
building,  including  a double  “barn  floor”,  * over-shoot”  and 
hay  mows,  and  a large  space  just  outside  the  doors,  suggested 
the  appropriate  name  of  the  church,  “United  Brethren."’’  The 
additional  phrase,  .“in  Christ,”  was  accepted  when  the  church 
was  formally  organized  at  Frederick,  Md.,  iu  1800. 

' The  Pentecostal  meeting  at  Isaac  Long's  lasted  several 
days,  and  was  very  largely  attended . It  was  probably  ar- 
ranged for  by  Mr.  Boehm,  who  was  the  Peter  of  that  occasion, 
and  preached  a wonderful  sermon.  The  traditional  testimony 
concerning  the  power  of  that  sermon  and  the  spiritual  in- 
fluence of  the  succeeding  services  is  that,  go  where  you  would 
among  the  thousands  present,  including  representatives  of  all 
denominations,  the  people  walked  and  talked  under  the  in- 
fluence of  God’s  Word  and  Spirit.  Between  services  it  was  a 
common  thing  to  find  groups  of  people  praising  God  or  plead- 
ing for  mercy.  The  inspiration  of  God  was  upon  them,  and 
their  chief  concern  was  the  matter  of  salvation.  O that  God 
would  again  annoint  his  people  with  power,  and  make  his 
“ministers  a flame  of  fire.”  Then  would  Zion  go  forth,  “fair 
as  the  moon,  clear  as  the  sun,.. and  terrible  as  an  army  with 
banners.” 
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While  Boehm  preached  in  the  batai  an  overflow  meeting  was 
held  in  a large  orchard  near  by.  w lit: re  a minister  from  the 
Shenandoah  Waller,  Virginia,  preached  to  a large  audience. 
Of  course  there  were  no  "United  Brethren’-  ]>resent  at  that 
meeting,  because  the  church  was  not  in  existence  at  that  time; 
but  most  of  the  leaders  in  that  series  of  services,  and  manv  of 
their  converts^  became  identified  with  the  church  and  partici- 
pated in  it>  organization  at  Peter  Kemp's,  near  Frederick, 
Md..  in  September,  i Sen),  when  Martin  Boehm,  who  preached 
the  Pentecostal  sermon,  became  one  of  its  first  bishops.  Thus 


Isaac  Long's  Orchard. 

the  two  men  who  affectionately  embraced  each  other  at  the 
close  of  the  sermon  in  Isaac  Long  s barn,  Otterbein  and 
Boehm,  were  appropriately  and  unanimously  chosen  bishops 
when  the  church  was  formally  organized  thirty-three  years 
later.  Indeed,  the  culmination  of  the  meeting  at  Isaac 
Long's  was  the  organization  of  the  church  of  the  United 
Brethren  in  Christ.  Before  the  leaders  separated  they  held  a 
conference  in  which  they  agreed  upon  a basis  of  doctrinal 
harmony  and  mutual  cooperation,  and  made  arrangements  to 
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enlarge  tlie  work  and  extend  their  influence  much  more  widelv, 
especially  in  the  states  of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia. This  gave  new  life  and  distinctive  features  to  the  re- 
vival  movement,  and  made  it  almost  a world-wide  influence 
for  good:  for  we  now  have  a communicant  membership  of 
over  half  a million,  with  congregations  from  the  Atlantic  to 
the  Pacific,  including  missions  in  Africa,  China,  Japan,  Porto 
Rico,  and  the  Philippine  Islands. 

In  Lebanon  county,  of  which  I wish  to  speak  more  par- 
ticularly, the  United  brethren  church  now  has  a membership 
of  over  five  thousand  souls,  including  more  than  thirty 
churches  and  one  educational  institution  — Lebanon  Valiev 
College.  These  results  show  the  real  worth  of  our  religious 
ancestors,  who  left  us  an  inheritance  akin  to  that  which  is  in- 
corruptible, undefiled,  and  that  fadeth  not  away,  amounting 
to  infinitely  more  than  all  the  nfaterial  wealth  of  the  county, 
which  is  very  great.  Their  simple  faith  arfd  labor  of  loveand 
soul-saving  sermons,  associated  with  the  best  influences  of  all 
the  churches  in  the  community,  have  stocked  the  county  with 
godly  men  and’ capitalized  her  chief  city  with  the  life  and 
spirit  of  Christianity.  They  broke  the  box  of  spiritual  per- 
fume on  every  hill-top  and  crowded  the  valleys  with  the  ordor 
of  tin*  ointment. 

As  to  the  personnel  of  the  bod}'  of  ministers  who  originally 
pioneered  the  cause  of  United  Brethrenism  in  Pennsylvania, 
four  out  of  six  were  natives  of  Lebanon  count}' . namely,  Mar- 
tin Kreider,  Abraham  Draksel,  Casper  Sherk  and  Felix  Light. 
The  other  two  were  Win.  Otterbein  and  Martin  Boehm,  of  the 
Reformed  and  Mennonite  churches  respectively. 

In  the  year  1767  four  things  occured  which  had  much  to  do 
with  this  great  revival  movement  and  the  history  of  the  l nited 
Brethren  church.  The  things  to  which  I refer  to  are  these: 
the  Pentecostal  meeting  at  Isaac  Long’s,  the  conversion  of 
Martin  Kreider  and  Christian  Newcomer,  and  the  birth  of 
Felix  Light.  Moreovei.  it  is  claimed  traditionally  that  the 
three  former  events  happened  on  Whitsuntide.  The  far- 
reaching  influence  of  those  four  events  may  be  inferred  from 
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the  fact  that  the  Pentecostal  meeting  at  Isaac  Long's  resulted 
in  plans  wlrch  led  to  the  organization  of  the  church,  and  in 
the  conversion  of  Martin  Kreider  and  Christian  Newcomer  the 
revival  movement  gained  the  co  operation  of  two  great  and 
gifted  men.  Mr.  Newcomer  became  a bishop  in  the  church 
and  labored  more  widely  and  abundantly  than  any.  of  his  ^co- 
la borer.-  As  for  Felix  Light,  he  was  then  placed  in  the  line 
of  promotion,  not  to  thesame  position  in  the  church,  but  to 
the  same  prominence  in  the  work  of  the  Master  twenty- five* 
vears  later 


Krkidkk's  Gkayk  Yard. 

Martin  Kreider  stood  next  to  Boehm  and  Otterbein  in  point 
of  age  and  service  in  the  church.  He  was  the  son  of  John 
Kreider,  and  lived  about  a mile  or  two  south  of  Lebanon, 
where  he  also  died  and  was  buried.  He  was  born  Feb.  14, 
1 740,  and  died  Nov.  14.  1S2C  His  remains  lie  on  the  old 
home  farm,  and  his  grave  is  marked  by  a native  limestone. 
1 1 is  home  was  one  of  the  first  l nited  Brethren  preaching 
places  in  the  county  and  state.  Mr.  Kreider  married  Miss 
Catharine  Schmut/..  who  ’iced  a few  miles  south  of  Lebanon, 


~ --^-J3sx3rme>^zi 


I'NITEI)  BRETHREN  CIIURCII  IN  LEBANON  COUNTY.  2 I 3 

and  was  a neighbor  of  Abraham  Leroy , whose  daughter,  Susan, 
became  the  beloved  wife  of  Wm.  Otterbein  , tlie  founder  of  the 
l nited  Brethren  in  Christ. 

Another  prominent  person  in  this  great  revival  movement 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  especially  in  Lebanon  county, was  Abra- 
ham Draksel,  who  stood  next  to  Martin  Kreider  in  point  of 
age  and  service  in  the  Church,  and  was  born  in  Lebanon 
county  m 1753.  His  home  was  about  two  miles  north  of  Leb- 
anon, on  the  farm  afterwards  owned  and  occupied  by  Mr. 
Lewis  Yingst,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  A.  B.  Schropp,  where  a 
sacramental  meeting  of  great  interest  and  power  was  held  on 
the  first  da\  of  May,  1796.  The  meeting  lasted  several  days, 
during  which  time  Christian  Newcomer,  of  Beaver  Creek,  Md.. 
George  A.  Geeting,  of  Antietam.  Md.,  and  Martin  Boehm,  of 
Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  preached  in  “demonstration  of  the 
Spirit  and  of  power."  In  recording  the  events  of  the  meeting 
and  the  character  of  the  services.  Xewcbmer  says  that  the  oc- 
casion was  one  of  unusual  interest  and  influence,  and  that 
the  people  present  were  melted  to  tears  and  moved  to  the  en- 
durance of  higher  motives  by  the  preaching  of  the  Word.  As 
to  Mr.  Draksel,  lie  did  not  preach  on  that  occasion,  because 
the  services  were  held  at  his  home,  which  was  one  of  the  first 
preaching  places  established  in  the  county  and  state.  Mr. 
Draksel  had  been  an  Amish  minister,  being  born  and  brought 
up  111  that  faith;  but  the  evangelical  character  of  his  preach- 
ing. which  invariable  included  the  element  of  regeneration, 
was  a source  of  annoyance  to  his  brethren  in  the  church,  who 
requested  him  to  eliminate  that  feature  from  his  sermons, 
which  he  refused  to  do.  Finally  his  Amish  brethren  officially 
notified  him  that  he  must  cease  preaching:  and  therefore  he 
was  called  “The  silenced  preacher.'  Of  course  Mr.  Draksel 
continued  the  work  of  an  evangelist,  and  became  one  of  the 
most  deservedly  distinguished  men  in  the  ministry  of  the 
church  at  that  time,  because  of  his  abundant  labors,  sweet 
spirit,  Gospel  sermons  and  blameless  life.  He  is  said  to  have 
lived  on  a plane  of  Christian  thought  and  activity  that  made 
his  life  a spiritual  lighthouse  and  his  personality  a fingerboard 
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to  the  kingdom:  and  that  his  homing  countenance,  which 
was  lit  up  with  an  optomistie  faith^in  God  and  the  Gospel 
invariably  indexed  an  exuberance  of  spiritual  jov  in  the  prose- 
cution of  his  high  calling.  In  ijsj'he  thus  associated  him- 
self with  the  United  brethren  church;  and  for  twentv-two* 
years  thereafter  lived  and  labored  in  Lebanon  countv.  - ’ll! 
1S04  Mr.  Draksel  removed  to  the  vicinity  of  Mt.  Pleasant. 
Westmoreland  county,  P;*.,  where  he  settled  with  his  familv 
and  established  the  church.  His  beautiful  personality  is 
pictured  in  these  words:  A lover  of  good  men,  the  embodi- 

ment of  hospitality,  anti  a giver  of  much  alms  to  the  afflicted 
and  needy.  He  ancj  Martin  Kreider  were  members  of  the  first 
United  brethren  conferencerwificn  nlUi  h 1 1 Baltimore,  Md.,  in 
17S9.  He  died  at  his  home  near  Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa.,  in  the 
73d  year  of  his  age. 

Casper  Sherk  was  also  an  element  of  personal  power  in  the 
revival  movement  instituted  and  carried  forward  by  Otterbein 
and  boehm.  He  lived  in  bethel  township,  and  was  a devout 
member  of  the  Mennonite  church:  but  when  he  was  born  from 
above  he  embraced  a more  spiritual  experience  of  life  than  he 
formerly  enjoyed,  and  straightway  extended  his  sympathy  and 
support  to  the  unsectarian  preachers,  including  their  evan- 
gelistic plan  and  purpose.  I think  he  never  formally  with- 
drew from  his  church,  but  that  he  practically  identified  him- 
self with  the  United  brethren  church  in  work  and  worship 
there  is  no  doubt.  Retaining  the  warmth  ot  personal  affec- 
tion for  his  early  church  associations,  he  now  gave  his  life  for 
the  promotion  of  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  communitv  at 
large,  and  finally  found  himself  in  fellowship  with  the  new 
organization.  It  is  said  that  Mr.  Sherk  was  anxious  that  his 
daughter  barbara,  a beautiful  young  lady,  should  marrv  a 
member  of  the  Mennonite  church,  and  to  that  end  counseled 
her  concerning  the  visits  of  a certain  Felix  Light,  who  seems 
to  have  enjoyed  no  church  affiliations  at  that  time,  suggest- 
ing that  she  drop  him  for  some  one  among  several  in  the 
church  upon  whom  he  looked  with  favor.  but,  fortu- 
nately for  all  concerned.  Cupid  had  started  the  stream  of 
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affection  in  the  direction  of  young  Light,  and  nothing  the 
father  could  say  seemed  equal  to  the  task  of  turning  it  out  of 
that  deep  and  delightful  channel:  so,  one  Sunday  morning, 
while  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Casper  Sherk  were  at  church,  Mi.  Felix 
Light  came  and  took  Miss  "Barbara  to  Annville,  where  thee 
were  secretly  married.  In  those  days  carriages  were  scarce 
and  horse-back  riding  was  common:  so  young  Light  took  Miss 
Sherk  behind  him  on  his  horse,  and  thus  consummated  their 
matrimonial  vows.  Of  course  the  naughty  pn'ir  were  forgiven 
by  Mr.  Sherk,  who  soon  after  experienced  the  comforts  of 
saving  grace,  and  straightway  led  his  son-in-law,  whom  lie- 
now  loved  as  his  own  child,  into  the  light  and  liberty  of  bod  s 
dear  children. 

Felix  Light  lived  on  the  outskirts  of  Lebanon,  where  the 
American  Iron  and  Steel  Works  are  now  located.  He  became 
a minister  of  the  Gospel  and  flue  of  the  most  able  and  faithful 
representatives  that  Christianity  ever  hhd.  In  his  physical 
iorm  and  features  he  was  the  embodiment  of  strength  and 
beauty.  He  was  six  feet  and  three  inches  in  height  and 
weighed  two  hundred  ami  forte  pounds.  Moreover,  iiis  fine 
mental  and  spiritual  endowments  increased  the  comeliness  of 
his  personal  appearance,  especially  in  the  pulpit,  where  the 
force  of  his  fervor  and  the  charm  of  his  logic  was  a 1 i ! ted  - u p 
Christ,  in  whom  he  led  many  to  exercise  saving  faith  When 
he  was  about  forty  vears  old  he  left  the  farm  in  the  'lands  of 
his  boys,  and  gave  himself  almost  exclusively  to  the  work  of 
an  evangelist,  preaching  everv  four  weeks  at  Lebanon.  Jones- 
town, Kauffman's  and  Gingrich  s,  and  every  six  weeks  at 
Weiss',  Sherk  s Dinger's.  Kendig’s.  and  Strohm’s.  in  addition 
to  which  he  had  maiiv  special  engagements  and  preached 
many  funeral  sermons.  As  a pastor  he  was  faithful  and  eth  ■ 
cent— wonderfully  gifted  and  enterprising — and  went  from 
house  to  house  conversing  with  the  people  concerning  their 
spiritual  welfare,  relieving  the  wants  of  the  poor,  sympathizing 
with  the  afflicted,  and  thus  gave  counsel  and  comfort  to  all. 
Finally,  as  if  to  “cap  the  climax  of  that  great  and  good 
man's  gratification  of  heart  and  life,  and  to  multiply  his 
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blessed  personality  among  the  eldtfvK  "f  Israel.  Cod  called  his 
three  sons.  John.  Casper  and  Joseph  yito  the  ministrv.  They 
became  leaders  in  religious  thought  and  feeling  in  the  county, 
and  also  extended  their  labors  and  influence  into  other  com- 
munities. 

Mr.  John  Light,  tanner.  ' who  was  born  in  iSoo  ;uul  lived' 
in  bethel  township,  was'a  man  ot  great  faith  and  simplicity  of 
Soul,  and  bole  in  hie  body  tile  marks  ot  the  Lord  Jesus,  as 
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did  Paul  before  him.  His  con  version  was  the  event  of  his  life, 
and  placed  him  in  the  line  of  promotion  to  great  usefulness  in 
the  community,  where  he  lived  and  labored  with  increasing 
fidelity  to  the  cause  of  pure  and  undefiled  religion,  never  losing 
an  opportunity  to  speak  for  Christ,  whose  witness  he  was. 
The  realities  of  religion  were  embodied  in  his  personal  ex- 
perience. which  he  used  to  relate  with  soul -thrilling  power, 
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because  he  sjroke  out  of  the  fuliuess  of  a loyal,  loving  heart. 
His  utterances  were  always  a matter  of  interest  to  saint  and 
sinner,  because  his  godlv  life  had  the  "right  of  way''  in  their 
thought  and  feeling.  The  people  had  implicit  confidence  in 
this  "peculiar  man,  who  translated  the  cross  into  character, 
and  exemplified  the  spirit  of  Jesus  in  all  the  relations  of  life, 
from  Sunday  to  Sunday.  When  the  chariot  of  Israel  came  for 
his  soul  he  was  87  years  of  aye.  and  died  in  the  spirit  of  this 
song,  which  Win.  K.  Reinhart,  the  first  editor  of  our  church 
organ,  used  to  sing: 

"There  is  a happy  land. 

Far,  far  a wav 


Tin-:  Wruss  Ho.mk 

His  remains  lie  in  the  gravevard  at  \\  olle  s Meeting  House, 
between  Fredericksburg  and  Mt.  Zion,  where  the  sound  of  the 
resurrection  trumpet  shall  hud  him,  and  he  will  come  forth  in 
the  garb,  of  a spiritualized  adornment.  Bless  Hod  for  the  tri- 
umphant resuriection  of  J 1 is  Son’ 

About  the  vear  1 S<  ><  > Felix  Fight  and  his  three  sons;  John, 
Fasperand  Joseph,  visited  the  home  Mr  Jacob  Weiss,  near 
Schaeffcrstown , held  divine  services  and  arranged  for  regular 
preaching  there  every  four  weeks  under  the  auspices  of  the 
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I'uited  Ilretliren  church.  h'ronr  iiiat  time  on  till  th.c  church 
was  built  in  SchaefTerstown . the  \y«Jss  home  was  a regular 
preaching  place  lor  our  people,  and  a religious  centre  from 
which  radiated  the  light  and  influence  of  the  ('.ospel  for  manv 
miles  around.  l'he  services  were  originally  iiehl  in  a frame* 
house  which  was  huilt  about  1700  lint  in  iSco  Mr.  Ydetss 
built  the  brick  structure  which  still  stands;  and  when  the 
familv  moved  from  the  old  frame  house  into  the  mew  brick 

dwelling,  a religious  service  ol  a dedicatorv  character  was- 

* ' 

held  in  it  by- Felix  Fight  and  his  soib  under  t'nited  Brethren 
auspices.  From  that. on  lor  a period  oi  titty  years  the  Weiss 
home  was  a public  sanctuary,  and  through  the  influence  of  the 
services  held  ;u  that  godly  nofff^"TTTTTTTWWs  of  souls  u'ere  saved 
from  sin  and  finally  exalted  to  heaven's  eternal  felicitv.  The 
house  itself  was  well  built,  and  the  home  was  a model  one. 
Here  Mr  John  Weiss,  son  of  the  builder,  lived  and  reared  a 
lovelv  family,  most  of  whom  became  members  of  the  church 
and  devoted  Christians.  Judge  John  Weiss,  of  Harrisburg. 
Mr  Jacob  S Weiss,  o!  Salunga.  Mrs.  Mary  Reit/.el,  of 
Chicago.  and  the  late  Mrs.  F.lizabeth  Fight,  wife  of  Mr.  Asaph 
S Fight,  o!  Febamm.  were  all  reared  in  the  home  of  which  I 
speak,  (hie  ot  them  recently  spoke  to  the  writer  concerning 
those  earlv  davs  of  worship  m the  dear  old  home,  and  said, 

' the\  made  impressions  on  my  young  heart  and  mind  that  the 
world  can  neither  give  nor  take  away  I would  not  part  with 
them  for  auvthiug  that  the  world  might  offer,  for  thee  have 
been  a comfort  and  a ]oy  to  me  all  my  hie.  And  those  dear 
people  who  came  to  the  services,  the  men  plainlv  clad  and  the 
women  in  calico  dresses  and  gingham  sun-bonnets.  I shall 
meet  and  know  in  the  better  land  " 1 11  ess  God  for  these 

tender  memories  and  sweet  hopes! 

Mr  George  A Mark.  Sr.,  who  was  born  in  Febanon  countv, 
Fa.,  on  the  oth  of  November,  r 790.  was  another  man  of  ( h>d 
whose  influence  was  widely  felt  and  largelv  blessed  to  the 
giorv  of  Ciod  and  the  salvation  of  souls.  In  the  davs  of  his 
youth,  when  he  was  only  seventeen  years  of  age.  he  was  con- 
verted— gave  his  heart  to  God  and  joined  the  Methodist  F.pis- 
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copal  church:  but  in  1840,  chiefly  because  he  was  German 
and  the  Methodist  services  were  conducted  in  the  English 
language  exclusively,  he  brought  his  credentials  to  the  United 
brethren  church  and  opened  his  home  for  regular  preaching 
services.  On  the  30th  of  January.  1817,  he  was  married  to 
Christianna  Runkle,  by  whom  he  had  six  children,  one  son, 
Rev.  Geo.  A.  Mark,  Jr.,  and  five  daughters,  one  of  whom 
married  Rev.  Samuel  Etter.  The  influence  of  Mr.  Mark's 
lite  was  an  unbroken  expression  of  praise  to  God,  and  likewise 
a matter  of  comfort  and  encouragement  to  those  who  were 
striving  to  serve  God,  especially  the  young  Christian,  for 
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whose  perseverance  in  well-doing  he  manifested  great  concern . 
He  died  in  Annville.  December  20,  18GS,  and  was  buried  be- 
side his  wife. 

The  first  church  built  and  occupied  by  the  United  Brethren 
in  Lebanon  county  stood  on  a triangular  piece  of  ground  just 
north  of  the  old  Binegrove  road,  at  the  intersection  of  Seventh 
and  Lehman  Streets,  Lebanon.  It  is  said  that  Felix  Light 
largely  built  this  church  at  his  own  expense,  and  especially 
for  the  United  Brethren  church,  with  which  he  and  his  father- 
in-law  were  now  practically  identified,  though  the  property 
was  deeded  as  a Union  Mennonite  Meeting  House  to  Felix 
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Light.  Martin  Light  and  Abn^ljam  Light.  It  was  appro- 
priately called  “Light’s  Meeting  House;"  lor  the  Lights  were 
the  “leading -Lights"  in  the  erection  of  the  house,  which  was 
a brick  structure  41  > by  00  feet,  with  end  and  double  side 
doors,  with  grave  yard  extending  south  along  Seventh  Street 
to  the  Pinegrove  road,  as  shown  in  cut.  The  deed  was  made 
on  the  2bth  of  May,  and  was  recorded  two  years  later. 

In  1 829  one  of  the  trustees  invited  Rev.  John  Seibert,  the 

first  bishop  of  the  Kvangelical  Association,  to  preach  in 

► 

Light’s  Meeting  House,  because  he  thought  our  people  were 
a little  too  (p.iiet  and"  ‘ ‘unspirituaL  ’ . Rev.  Seibert  preached 
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First  Cui'Rcii,  Annyiixk,  1S23. 
in  the  “demonstration  of  the  Spirit  and  of  power,"  but  not  to 
the  satisfaction  of  a few  United  Brethren  and  Mennonites,  who 
said  that  the  shouting  and  jumping  evoked  bv  such  preach- 
iug  was  an  injury  to  the  meeting  house  and  must  be  stopped. 
But  Rev.- Seibert  thought  differently . fie  said  he  could  not 
see  how  a brick  church,  standing  on  a limestone  foundation, 
could  be  injured  by  a little  jumping,  but  thought  it  might  be 
detrimental  to  the  frozen  feelings  and  formal  religion  of  those 
who  worshipped  in  that  house. 
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The  next  oldest  United  Brethren  church  was  erected  in 
Annville  in  1S23.  Then  there  was  preaching  in  Lebanon  and 
Annville  every  four  weeks  by  the  pastor  of  Lancaster  Circuit, 
which  included  appointments  in  Lancaster,  Lebanon,  Berks 
and  Dauphin  counties. 

The  original  United  Brethren  church  at  Annville  was  lo- 
cated near  Gingrich’s  Mill,  at  the  west  end  of  the  town.  I 
have  heard  that  it  was  called  “Gingrich's  Church"  and 
“Herr's  Meeting  House.''  It  was  46  x 55-feet  in  size,  and 
was  built  of  lime  stone.  The  accompanying  cut  was  orig- 
inally drawn  by  Mr.  Cornelius  Smith,  and  is  considered  by 
those  who  saw  and  worshiped  in  the  church,  a perfect  re- 
production of  the  old  house.  Most  of  those  who  worship- 
ed in  “Herr's  Meeting  House”  have  gone  to  their  home  on 
high:  but  theii  work  and  influence  are  embodied  in  a large 
and  influential  congregation^  Christian  people,  who  worship 
in  a large,  pleasant  church  in  the  center  of  the  town.  Rev. 
J.  T.  Shafer  is  the  present  pastor. 

Moreover.  Annville  is  the  seat  of  Lebanon  Valiev  College, 
and  enjoys  tlie  advantage  of  all  that  goes  to  make  up  the 
benediction  of  such  an  institution  of  learning.  With  the  bene- 
fits of  the  College,  including  the  inspiration  of  four  hundred 
students  and  the  presence  of  the  faculty,  which  is  large  and 
influential,  the  place  is  additionally  favored  by  the  presence 
of  Bisho]  s Kephart  and  Mills,  both  of  whom  reside  in  Ann- 
ville. 

I11  1825  the  Mennonites  built  “Sherk’s  Meeting  House. “ in 
Last  Hanover  township,  but  the  United  Brethren  had  no  in- 
terest in  that  church,  though  they  worshiped  in  the  neighbor- 
hood long  before  it  was  built:  but  in  1S53.  when  the  Menno- 
nite  pastor  died  and  his  people  became  lew  and  ceased  to  hold 
regular  services  there,  Rev.  Jacob  Hrb,  who  baptized  Rev. 
John  Winebrenner,  the  founder  of  the  Church  of  God,  was' 
granted  the  use  of  the  house  for  public  worship,  and  is  said  to 
have  organized  the  first  United  Brethren  class  that  was  formed 
ea.d  of  the  Susquehanna  river.  The  following  are  the  names 
of  the  original  members  of  that  class  William  Ruukle  and 
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wile.  Michael  Maulfair  and  wife,  Henry  Miller  and  wife,  Jacob 
Albert  and  wife,  Isaiah  Xeidig  and  wife.  Jacob  Harper  and 
wife.  George  Bomberger  and  wife  and  David  Winter  and  wife. 
In  r S 4 4 . seven  years  after  the  Mennonit^s  abandoned  regula 
service  there,  “Sheik's  Meeting  House."  by  an  act  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  was  sold  bv  Jacob  Sherk 
to  Jacob  Albert,  George  Bymberger  and  Henry  Xeidig.  trus- 
tees ol  the  Guited  Brethren  in  Christ. 

In  1S42  Brigli tbill 's  church  was  built.  It  is  located  several 
miles  southwest  of  Annville.  but  is  not  occupied  by  the 
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Gnited  Brethren,  who  recently  sold  it  to  Mr.  Balsbaugk.  It 
is  a substantia!  stone  structure,  one  story  and  a basement,  and 
very  beautifully  situated.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1847,  the  first 
separate  session  of  the  Hast  Pennsylvania  Conference  was  held 
in  Brigh tbill  s church,  Bishop  Hanby,  whose  son  “Ben"  wrote 
Xellie  Gray,"  words  and  music,  presiding.  About  this  time 
churches  were  built  at  SchaefTerstown , Kauffman's  and  the 
Water  Works.  At  the  latter  place  a frame  church,  which  is 
still  standing,  was  built  by  Jacob  Heilman  and  Michael 
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Seltzer,  the  latter  assisted  by  his  son  Peter,  who  still  lives,  at 
the  age  of  87  years. 

In  1844  a one-story  stone  church  was  built  on  Cherry  street, 
in  Myerstown,  where  occasional  services  had  been  previously 
held  under  United  Brethren  influences  in  private  houses.  In 
1842  Rev. -Samuel  Knterline  was  appointed  to  Lebanon  Cir- 
cuit, which  then  included  Sinking  Springs,  Schaefferstown , 
Fredericksburg,  Myerstown  and  other  points.  After  several 
unsuccessful  efforts  to  secure  a preaching  place  ifrtlyerstown. 
Rev.  Knterline,  in  the  spring  of  1843,  preached  a sermon  in 
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the  center  of  the  town, and  at  the  close  of  the  service  Mr.  John 
Daniels,  who  was  somewhat  under  the  influence  of  strong 
drink,  invited  the  pastor  to  preach  at  his  home  the  next  time, 
assuring  him  of  an  abundant  welcome.  “Perplnnps,”  said  the 
preacher,  “when  you  cool  off  you  will  not  keep  vour 
promise.”  But  the  tipsy  man  said  he  would  keep  his  word  ; 
so  an  appointment  was  made  for  the  25th  of  April,  1843,  when 
Rev.  Mr.  Knterline  spoke  to  a crowded  house  and  stayed  tor 
the  night  with  Mr.  Daniel  Meyers.  During  the  night  the 
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preacher  was  sent  for  by  Mr.  and  Mis.  John  Meyers,  whom  he 
found  in  a state  of  deep  distress  oy  .account  of  their  sins, 
pleading  for  mercy  at  the  throne  of  grace,  before  morning 
both  were  happily  converted  and  became  the  first  fruits  of  Mr. 
-Knterline’s  ministry  in  Myerstown.  At  their  request  a three- 
weeks’  meeting  was  held  at  their  home,  and  the  result  was  the 
conversion  of  thirty  soute,  including  the  tipsy -man  who  had 
invited  the  first  appointment,  and  his  wife,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  Daniels.  On  the  26th  of  October.  1S4.0  ;l  class  of  thirteen 
members  was*  organized,  as  follows  : John  Meyers,  Sarah 
Meyers,  Daniel  MeyepS,  Catharine  Meyers,  Jonas  Eckert, 
Nancy  Eckert,  John  Ijanielsl  Anna  Mary  Daniels,  Susan  B. 
Meyers,  Nicholas  Eckert,  Daniel  :M evens,'  jr.,  Catharine  Cam- 
ber and  Catharine  Ivckert.  The  organization  of  this  class  led 
to  the  erection  of  the  stone  church  alieady  referred  to  ; and  in 
1 870  the  present  substantial  brick  structure  was  erected  at  a 
cost  of  S8,ooo. 

In  1845,  under  the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  Christian  Smith 
Krcider,  grandson  of  Rev.  Martin  Kreicier,  the  co-laborer  of 
Boehm  and  Otterbein,  a new  stone  church  was  erected  under 
the  auspices  of  the  United  Brethren  on  the  southeast  corner  of 
Ninth  and  Church  streets,  Lebanon,  bv  the  congregation 
which  had  worshiped  for  .many  years  in  Light's  Meeting 
House  on  Seventh  street,  which  now  took  the  name  of  “Salem 
United  Brethren  Church.”  So  far  as  the  denomination  is  con- 
cerned, “Salem  ’ congregation  is  the  mother  church  of  Leb- 
anon county,  and  is  probably  the  third  or  fourth  that  was  es- 
tablished in  the  State.  “Neidigs”  Meeting- House  at  Oberliu, 
Dauphin  county,  being  the  first — r 7 95 - Salem  church  has  in- 
cluded in  her  membership  many  persons  of  prominence  in  the 
business  and  religious  affairs  of  the  community,  among  whom 
were  Casper  Light,  Abraham  Sherk,  William  Light,  Abra- 
ham Miller,  Felix  H.  Light,  John  Koeheuderfer,  Jacob  Light, 
William  Hornafius,  Joseph  Zimmerman  and  Gideon  Light,  the 
three  first  mentioned  being  the  board  of  trustees  when  the  stone 
church  was  erected. in  1845,  and  to  whom  the  site  was  deeded 
by  Michael  and  Elizabeth  Hoag,  on  the  17th  of  September, 
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1S4-,,  for  S200.  Hut  the  growing  needs  of  the  congregation 
required  the  erection  of  a larger  and  more  modern  house  of 
worship:  so,  under  the  directing  hand  of  Rev.  H.  S.  Gabel, 
the  present  edifice  was  built  at  a cost  of  Si 5,000.  ‘‘Old 
Salem  is  large  and  influential,  numbering  about  six  hundred 
member,*  with  Rev.  I.  H.  Albright,  Ph.  D.,  as  pastor. 

In  the  last  decade  of  the  eighteenth  century  the  United 
Brethren  had  but  one  “circuit,”  and  that  extended  from  Leb- 
anon to  Harrisburg,  and  from  there  up  the  Cumberland  Valley 
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to  Hagerstown:  thence  east  to  Frederick.  and  from  there 
north  to  Littlestown.  York,  Columbia.  Lancaster,  Sinking 
Springs,  and  then  back  to  Lebanon.  In  making  that  round 
Christian  Newcomer,  Henry  Kruin,  George  A.  Geeting. 
Joseph  Huffman.  Henry  Hiestand,  John  Xeidig  and  Felix 
Light  preached  at  Martin  Kreider's,  Abraham  Draksel's  and 
in  Light’s  Meeting  House.  Then,  in  1.S25,  Lebanon  was  an 
appointment  on  “Lancaster  Circuit  ”,  with  the  following 
preachers  : Jacob  Krb.  1N25-26:  Gideon  Smith,  1S26-27:  Simon 
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Dresbach,  1827-50:  Gideon  Smithy  1S50-5  1:  David  Runx. 
1852:  Jacob  Roop  and  John  Snyder.  1855;  Daniel  Funkhouser. 

1 s a 4 ; John  Snyder.  1855;  Christian  Hershey.  *856;  John  Hck.-- 
stein.  1857;  Daniel  h'unkhouser.  1 8 y 7 - yo  ■ In  1 840  “ Heban  on 
Circuit"  was  formed,  and  Jacob  Roop  was  appointed  to  the  * 

charge.  The  following  year  1 1X41  Christian  PefTlev  and  • 
Philip  Frey  were  the  pastors.  In  1842  Lebanon.  was  made  a 
station  and  JolHi  Light  was  the  pastor  from  1842-44  : Christian 
S.  Kreider,  1 844-47 : John  Sand , 1 848-50:  Henry  Schropp.  1S50- 
55:  George  \V.  . Hoffman.  1855-56:  David  HolTman.  1856-59: 
John  Stain  and  David  Strickler,  d 859-6* v.  A.  Steigerwalt  and 
C.J.  Burket.  1860-62;  B.  Daugherty-,  1862-65:  Jacob  H. 
Mark,  1S05-68:  H.  H.  Gelbac ft , “Wff '^fT^TColv  Runk,  1871- 
75:  James  Shoop.  1875-76:  FL  Light.  1876-78:  J.  P.  Smith, 
1S7S-S2:  lb  Gambler.  1SS2-S5:  I).  S.  Longenecker,  1885-89: 

H.  S.  Gabel,  1889-94:  Jd  H.  YonXeida,  1894-96:  J.  P.  Smith, 

1 >1)6-09:  J.  Runk  and  I.  PL  Runk.  1899-1900^.  Runk  and  R. 

R.  Butterwick,  1900-01:  I.  H.  Albright,  1901-05. 

In  the  course  ot  time  a new  demand  was  made  upon  the 
Luited  Brethren  church  in  Lebanon,  and  that  was  a matter  of 
language.  I’p  to  the  year  is6o,  or  about  that  time,  the  ser- 
vice-- in  Salem  church , and  in  all  our  churches  throughout  the 
county,  had  been  conducted  in  the  German  language  exclu- 
sively. But  now  our  young  people,  some  ol  whom  had  .al- 
ready gone  to  other  churches.  began  to  demand  Hnglish  preach- 
ing. In  order  to  meet  this  new  demand  Rev.  Daniel  H'nerlv. 
who  subsequently  served  Tr.nity  church  as  pastor  and  com- 
pleted the  handsome  spire  that  adorns  that  structure,  was 
asked  to  go  to  Lebanon  and  preach  to  our  people  there  in  the 
Hnglish  language  But  circumstances  prevented  the  consum- 
mation of  this  plan  to  secure  the  services  of  Dr.  Hberly.  A. 
little  later  Rev.  I).  A Tawney  began  to  preach  in  the  Hnglish 
language  to  our  people  in  Lebanon,  as  did  Rev.  Dav  id  Strick- 
ler also.  But  in  1866  the  Annual  Conference  convened  in  Co- 
lumbia and  appointed  Rev.  G.  \V.  M.  Rigor  to  co-operate  with 
the  Salem  church  in  the  establishment  of  an  Hnglish  Cnited 
Brethren  church  in  Lebanon 
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So,  with  a niemhership  of  fifty-nine  from  old  Salem,  includ- 
ing J.  M.  Gettle.J.  B.  Rauch,  Felix  H.  Light,  Abraham 
Sherk  and  Daniel  Weaver,  who  were  the  first  board  of  trustees, 
tlie  lot  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Ninth  and  Willow  streets 
was  purchased  for  S5.250:  and  in  July,  1867,  the  corner  stone 
of  Trinity  United  Brethren  church  was  laid  by  Rev.  W.  S.  H 
Keys.  In  the  spring  of  1 .8 US  the  lecture  and  class  rooms  of 
church  were  furnished,  and  formally  dedicated  by  Bishop  J.  J_. 
Glossbrenuer:  and  on  the  23d  day  of  May,  iStYq,  during  the 
session  of  the  General  Conference,  which  met  in  Salem  church. 
Bishop  J.  Weaver  preached  the  dedicatory  sermon  in  the  au- 
ditorium. The  next  Sunday,  May  30,  iStn j.  the  balance 
needed  to  pay  off  the  debt  (S-S.ooo)  was  secured,  and  Trinity 
church  was  solemnly  dedicated  to  the  Almighty  God.  The 
handsome  steeple  was  completed  under  the  able  management 
of  I)r.  Kberlv  in  1S70. 

For  more  than  a quarter  of  a century  Trinity  church  enjoyed 
uninterrupted  peace  and  prosperity,  but  the  evil  day  came  at 
last.  Unfortunatel v for  the  congregation  and  the  cause  of 
Christ,  in  the  ’fall  of  1S94  Trinity  church  became  involved 
in  a bitter  struggle  with  the  Annual  Conference  within 
whose  bounds  the  church  was  located  At  the  suggestion  of 
those  to  whom  the  officers  ■ <f  the  church  applied  for  counsel 
concerning  a suitable  successor,  the  congregation  communi- 
cated with  Rev.  R R.  Rock.  D.  D..  whom  they  finallv  invit- 
ed to  become  their  pastor,  subject  to  the  consent  ot  the  Bishop 
and  presiding  elder,  but  when  the  conference  convened  a 
month  later  it  refused  to  ratify  the  agreement,  and  the  result 
was  that  the  conference  sent  Rev.  X.  A.  Weidler  and  the 
congregation  called  Dr.  Rock,  both  ol  whom  moved  to  Leba- 
non and  entered  upon  their  duties.  The  presence  ot  two 
pastors  in  the  same  parish  led  to  a slight  division  in  the 
congregation,  which  still  maintained  itsell  almost  unani- 
mously in  favor  of  Dr.  Rock,  and  thus  saved  the  church 
from  disintegration.  \t  the  end  ot  one  vear  Rev.  Weidler 
retired  and  Rev.  Rigor  was  appointed  in  his  place,  the 
congregation  retaining  the  services  of  Dr.  Rock.  The 
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second  vear  of  their  sorrow  culminated  in  an  extra  session  of 
the  Annual  Conference  at  Harrisburg,  where  the  congregation 
was  excommunicated  and  a board  of  trustees  appointed  to  take 
charge  of  the  property.  A few  months  later  the  regular  ses- 
sion of  the  Annual  conference  was  held  in  Middletown,  whei^ 
the  Trinity  church  trouble  was  reopened  and  referred  t6  a 
special  committee.  T,he  result  was  that  the  conference  rescind- 
ed its  act  of  excommunication , the  congregation  withdrew  its 
suit  at  law,  and  both  agreed  upon  the  appointment  of  the  pres-_ 
ent  pastor. 

Thus,  in  the  providence  of  God,  which  seems  almost  like  a 
miracle  in  this  casej  one  of  the  most  spiritual  and  influential 
congregations  in  the  city,  Pnuludiug'HmiG  nvembership  persons 
of  prominence  in  public  life,  in  business  affairs,  in  the  social  cir- 
cle. and  especially  in  religious  life  and  labor,  and  representing 
much  material  wealth  and  intellectual  culture,  was  saved  to  it- 
self and  the  cause  of  God  and  restored  to  a degre?  of  spiritual 
health  and  harmony  rarely  enjoyed  by  anv  congregation. 

In  i o1 » 1 the  church  and  parsonage  were  remodeled,  pave- 
ment. curb  and  gutter  laid  at  an  expense  of  $5,500;  and  one 
vear  ago.  1 1902):  the  congregation  paid  off  a debt  of  $3,500 
and  contributed  $5,000  for  the  purchase  and  placing  of  a pipe 
organ.  The  value  of  the  church  and  parsonage  is  $40,000. 
l lie  following  pastors  served  the  congregation  : 1X66-70,  G. 
W.  M.  K igor;  1X70-74.  \\  . S H.  Revs,  1).  I)  ; 1X74-76,  I). 
Kberlv,  1)  I).;  1X70-76,  I,.  Peters;  1S7X-X1,  J.  T.  Schaeffer  ; 
1XX1-X5,  M.  P.  Doyle;  1XX5  X9,  J.  \Y.  hitter,  I).  1).;  1X90-94. 
C.  J.  Kephart,  D.  1).  : 1X94-95,  Z.  A.  Weidler  and  K.  Rock, 
1).  I).;  1X95-90,  G.  \Y.  M.  Rigor  and  R.  Rock,  1).  I).  : 1X96- 
1905,  C.  I.  B.  Brane. 

In  1X00  the  Hast  Pennsylvania  Conference,  whose  territory 
included  Lebanon  county,  together  with  other  co-operating 
conferences,  established  Lebanon  \ alley  College,  at  Annville. 
At  that  time  the  churches  bought  the  Annville  Academy, 
which  was  founded  as  a private  school  in  1X34.  It  was  turned 
over  to  the  United  Brethren  in  Christ,  and  from  that  dav  to  this 
has  been  successful}’  operated  as  a Christian  college.  The 


LNITEI)  P R J'T  1 1 R EN  CIILRCII  IN  LEBANON  COI  NTV.  229 

first  faculty  consisted  of  Thomas  R.  \ ickroy,  Ph.  I).,  John 
Krumhein,  E.  Henj.  Hierman,  A.  M..  Ph.  I).,  Miss  Eliza  L. 
\\  alker  and  Miss  Lizzie  M.  Rigler. 

I he  following  men  have  served  as  presidents  of  the  college: 
1 homas  R.  Vickroy,  1866-71:  Lucian  Hummond  (deceased) 

1871-76;  David  I).  DeLong.  1876-87:  Edmund  S.  Lorenz, 

1 887-89;  Cyrus  J.  Kephart,  1889-90:  E.  Benjamin  Hierman, 
1890-97;  Hervin  L.  Roop.  1897-1904. 

The  college  has  had  its  “ups  and  downed'  in  a financial 
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way,  as  has  been  the  case  with  all  institutions  of  learning 
where  the  dependence  was  not  on  State  support.  From  a 
small  beginning  Lebanon  Valley  College  has  developed  into 
one  of  the  best  and  most  prominent  schools  in  the-  State:  and 
from  this  on  her  life  and  influence  will  be  increasingly  wide 
and  beneficient.  affording  mental  and  spiritual  culture  to 
thousands  of  young  men  and  women 


LEBANON  COUNTY  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 


All  of  the  men  who  served^  president  of  Lebanon  Valiev 
College  did  nobly,  so  far  as  I know  and  believe;  but  to  two  of 
them  came -unusual  care  and  extra  responsibilitv.  I refer  to 
K.  Benj.  Bierman  and  Herein  U.  Roop.  When  Dr.  Bierman  ac- 
cepted  the  presidency  of  LebaTiou  \'alley  College  he  undertook 
the  management  of  the  school  in  the  midst  ofa  financial. Crisis, 
the  fog  of  which  shat:  out  the  sun-light  of  hope  from  many 
loving  hearts.  When  he  was  elected  president  of  the  College 
the  w riter  was  appointed  to  notify  him  of  the  fact  and  request 
him  to  accept  the  responsibility.  I found  him  at  the  sea 
shore  enjoying  relie*  from  a remunerative  occupation. 

After  much  deliberation  and  prayer  he  reluctantly  consented 
to  take  charge  of  the  scll6UT.,,dlld  Ml1*  A period  of  seven  years 
he  bore  on  his  brave  heart  burdens  enough  to  bury  a giant. 
In  my  judgment,  he  saved  its  1 i tip  and  placed  it  in  the  line  of 
promotion  to  its  present  proud  position  of  growing  usefulness 
under  the  efficient  management  of  I)r.  H.  V.  Roop,  who  is  the 
first  aluiiinus  of  the  college  to  occupy  the  president’s  chair. 
It  was  his  good  luck  and  privilege  to  enter  his  present  king- 
dom of  care  and  responsibility  when  a new  demand  was  upon 
the  college — better  facilities,  more  room,  and  a larger  student 
interest.  To  these  requirements  he  has  made  adequate  re- 
sponse, and  came  to  the  commencement  last  June  with  a 
splendid  showing  in  every  way,  including  the  largest  number 
of  students  (450 ) in  the  history  of  the  school,  and  actually 
turned  into  the  treasury  several  thousand  dollars  more  than 
was  needed  to  pay  the  running  expenses.  In  addition  to  these 
things,  a “wing'  has  been  added  to  the  Administration  build- 
ing, a beautiful  Music  Hall  has  been  built  as  a gift  from  Mr 
Kngle,  and  now  a handsome  Gymnasium  is  in  course  of  erec- 
tion, Mr.  Maurice  Brightbill  being  the  donor. 

There  is  an  interesting  scrap  of  history  in  the  fact  that  Ann- 
ville  Academy,  instead  of  becoming  the  nucleus  of  an  educa- 
tional plant  under  the  auspices  of  the  United  Brethren  in 
Christ,  came  within  an  inch  of  developing  into  the  institution 
of  learning  that  was  subsequently  founded  at  Allentown  and 
called  Muhlenburg  College,  and  which  is  now  successfully  up- 
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erated  by  the,Kvangelical  Lutheran  church,  whose  ministers 
and  members,  associated  with  tholse  of  the  Reformed  church, 
pioneered  the  cause  of  Christian  education  in  Lebanon  countv. 
The  matter  of  locating  a Lutheran  college  at  Aunville  jkvas 
talked  of  in  a private  way,  some  ©f  flic  main  men  in  the  acad- 
emy being  members  of  that  church. 

Another  interesting  landmark  in  the  line  of  church  history 
is  the  old  home  of  Rev.  John  Light,  eldest  soil  of  Rev.  Felix 
Light,  which  stall  stands  in  a good  state  of  preservation  a lit- 
tle north  of  Cumberland  street,  just  below  Second.  It  was 
built  many  years  ago.  probably  about  1S25,  and  was  an  unu- 
sualh  fine  dwelling  for  that.  day.  It  is  substantially  built  of 
brick,  about  30x60  feet,  an(ULm4  Stoafij^Uigh  tThe  o vner  of 
this  manse  was  a man  of  wonderful  resources  in  argument, 
and  always  preached  with  great  power  and  acceptance  to  those 
who  heard  him.  Moreover,  he  was  the  pastor  of  Salem  United 
Brethren  church  for  two  years,  from  [S42  to  1844.  At  that 
time  our  Salem  congregation  still  worshiped  in  Light's  Meet- 
ing House,  on  Seventh  street  and  the  Piuegrove  road,  but  it 
was  the  last  year  of  their  sojourn  in  that  historic  chapel.  The 
next  year,  under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  Christian  Smith  Krei- 
der,  the  large  stone  church  was  built  on  the  corner  of  Ninth 
and  Church  streets,  where  Salem  congregation  still  worships, 
hut  in  a larger,  finer  temple. 

Rev.  John  Light's  home  was  the  scene  of  manv  interesting 
events — domestic,  social,  leligious  and  professional.  Besides 
rearing  a family  ol  lovely  children,  three  of  whom  became 
deservedly  distinguished  in  the  ministry  of  the  United  Breth- 
ren church,  namely,  Rudolph,  Kzekiel,  and  Job,  this  man  of 
Cod  was  busy  with  those  things  which  gave  him  wide  and 
important  public  relations  in  the  county.  These,  of  course, 
were  chiefly  of  a religious  character  and  in  the  line  of  his  pro- 
fession . 

In  this  old  home,  then  new  and  almost  extravagant  in  its 
style  and  furnishings,  Mr.  John  Weiss,  to  whose  home  and 
family  I have  elsewhere  referred,  was  married  to  Miss  Mattie 
Strickler,  sister  of  Rev.  David  Strickler,  a prominent  minister 
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in  the  L nitecl  Brethren  church,  and  at  one  time  editor  of  the 
Froe'acher  Bolschaf/er,  the  German  organ  of  the  denominatioh . 
Here,  too,  Mr.  John  P.  Grumbine,  father  of  our  Mr.  Lee  L. 
Grumbine,  was  married  to  Miss  Maria  Light,  daughter  of  John 
Light,  “tanner,"  whose  worth  and  influence  I have  already 
mentioned. 

Finally,  within  these  consecrated  walls  Mr.  Light  breathed 
his  last.  The  many  neighbors  and  friends  who  called  to  see 
him  in  his  last  illness,  especially  the  last  days  of  his  life  on 
earth,  were  astonished  at  the  degree  of  composure  and  spirit- 
ual delight  and  happiness  which  characterized  his  last  hours. 
He  bade'them  good-bye  in  the  bright  light  of  an  approaching 


Kiev.  John  Lic'-hts  Ho  .mi-:,  1825. 
inheritance  that  is  incorruptible,  undefiled,  and  that  fadeth 
not  away.  He  spoke  as  one  going  to  a country  in  which  lie- 
expected  to  find  all  his  departed  friends,  and  to  which  all  his 
living  associates  would  at  last  gather.  “Mark  the  perfect 
mar.  and  behold  the  upright:  for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace." 

The  Lnited  Brethren  church  at  Pinegrove  was  organized  in 
1S47  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Sand,  and  these  were  the  original  mem- 
bers : Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  Barr,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  Barr, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Huber,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Span- 
cake,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Schropp,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob 
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Bucher,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  Hackman,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter 
Gambel,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Win.  Lutz,  and  Frederick  Sporruan. 

Of  course  the  United  Brethren  pre'ached  in  Pinegrove  long 
before  the  class  was  organized  and  the  church  built.  Indeed, 
for  fifty  years  previously  Felix  Light  and  other  pioneer  minis- 
ters had  visited  the  place  regularly  and  preached  the  Gospel): 
but  in  1847  a class  was(  organized  and  a frame  church,  35x42 
feet,  was  erected  on  a lot  donated  bv  Win.  ICekert  at  a cost  of 

1. 

52,000.  Henry  Spancake,  Frederick  Sporman,  and  Paul  and 
Jacob  Barr  were  the  building  committee. 

In  1899,  during  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Clint.  S.  Miller  the 
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congregation  purchased  a lot  on  Pottsville  street,  60x256  feet, 
and  built  a parsonage  and  church  thereon  for  57,500.  Three 
years  later  the  new  church  was  destroyed  by  a storm.  In  1895 
the  church  was  rebuilt  under  the  pastoral  supervision  of  Rev. 
P.  L.  Hains  and  in  1901  Rev.  A.  C.  Graul  paid  off  the  debt 
and  burned  the  mortgage.  Rev.  H.  F.  Rhoad  is  the  present 
pastor. 

The  Bellegrove  church  was  erected  in  1854  by  Joseph  and 
Henry  Frank  and  Benjamin  Alleman.  Previous  to  that  time, 
for  many  years,  in  fact,  the  Bellegrove  congregation  wor- 
shiped in  a small  brick  structure,  a mile  north  of  Bellegrove. 


It  was  built  as  a United  Brethren  church,  with  Union  priv- 
ileges, in  1837.  It  is  a one-story  structure,  and  is  called  “The 
Union  Church.”  Although  our  people  built  the  church  and 
were  generous  enough  to  allow  other  denominations  to  use  it, 
by  some  unknown  means  it  was  secretly  deeded  to  the  Metho- 
dist, which  led  to  a bitter  feud  between  two  brothers  by  the 
name  of  Runkle,  one  of  whom  belonged  to  that  church,  while 
the  other  was  a United  Brethren.  This  feud  was  not  only  bit- 
ter, but  led  to  a life-long  animosity  between  tW  two  families, 
both  of  which  were  otherwise  consistent  Christians  and  about 
equally  influential.  The  traditional  stories  concerning  their 
personal  animosities,  including  the  manner  in  which  they 
vented  their  spleen  upon  each  other,  was  anything  but  com- 
plimentary to  religion.  In  the  course  of  a few  years,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  their  services  were  conducted  exclusively  in 
the  English  language,  the  Meftiodist  church  was  finally  left 
without  any  members  in  that  community.  For  some  years 
the  class  at  Union  Chapel  continued  to  worship  in  that  church, 
but  finally  erected  a new  one  for  themselves  at  Bellegrove, 
where  the  congregation  is  getting  along  nicely.  The  old 
church  still  stands  and  is  sometimes  used  for  divine  services  ; 
while  those  who  bitterly  contended  for  property  rights  in  Union 
Chapel  have  laid  aside  their  strife  forever,  either  through  the 
grace  of  forgiveness  or  else  from  sheer  necessity . God  is  love, 
and  through  faith  in  Jesus  we  may  be  like  him. 

Kauffman's  church  was  built  in  185b  : but  the  congrega- 
tion previously  worshipped  in  a Mennonite  meeting  house 
near  by. 

Mt.  Xebo  is  a Union  church  in  which  a class  of  United 
Brethren  worship. 

Lickdale  church  was  built  in  1901.  during  the  pastorate  of 
Rev.  F.  J.  Butterwick,  The  congregation  previously  wor- 
shiped in  a Union  church,  two  miles  east  of  the  present  church. 
The  trustees  are  K.  E Arnold,  J.  G.  Bohn  and  H.  W.  Darcas. 

Green  Point  church  was  erected  in  1873,  during  the  pastor- 
ate of  Rev.  Sehropp.  The  first  trustees  were  David  Rupp, 
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Solomon  Mease  and  Immanuel  Fake.  Rev.  I).  I).  Budditmer 
is  the  pastor  of  these  seeeral  c hurches. 

• " 

Memorial  United  Brethren  church.  Fall  alley  and  Lehman 
street,  Lebanon,  had  its  beginning  >n  the  fall  of  i XX  4.  when 
Rev.  II.  A.  Buffington  was  appointed  to  establish  a mission  in* 
this  city.  In  January.  1XX6.  a room  was  rented  on  the  corrier 
of  Forge  and  Twelftlnstreets,  where  services,  were  held  for  a 
period  of  sl\  months,  wlign  the  meetings  were  transferred  to 
Twelfth  and  Brandywine  streets,  where  a tent  was  erected  for 
public  services.  The  following  fall  Rev.  \V.  H.  Lhler  took 
charge  of  the  Mission^ind  built  the  sina'l  frame  chapel  now 
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used  bv  the  In  i 8X9  Rev.  A . Graul 

became  the  pastor  and  reorganized  the  church,  and  changed 
the  location  to  the  present  site,  on  which,  a brick  chapel  was 
erected  in  1X90  by  the  following  trustees  : John  Weaver.  John 
Steckbeck,  D.  W.  Zeller.  David  Rauch'  and  A.  B.  Hollinger. 
In  1S92,  when  West  Lebanon  congregation  was  attached  to 
the  charge,  Revs.  S.  b.tter  and  I).  S.  Longenecker  weie  tile- 
pastors;  1X94-1897,  Rev.  J.  R.  Blecker  : 1 N97- 1903,  1).  S. 
Longenecker.  During  the  administration  of  the  present  pas- 
tor the  church  has  prospered.  1 hree  years  ago  a large  autli- 
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tori  uni  was  provided,  and  the  membership  is  large — probable 
about  three  hundred  and  fifty.  Rev.  I).  S.  Longenecker  is  the 
pastor. 

The  churches  in  West  Lebanon  and  Pleasant  Hill  have  been 
built  since,  and  are  enjoying  a good  degree  of  prosperitv  under 
the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  J.  Runk. 

For  more  than  a hundred  years  the  people  of  Jonestown 
have  enjoyed  the  ministry  of  Lnited  brethren  preachers,  from 
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Felix  Light  down  to  the  present  pastor,  Rev.  W.  II . Royer. 
Foi  more  than  fifty  years,  however,  we  had  no  church  there, 
but  worshiped  in  a small  I’nion  house  with  several  denomina- 
tions. In  1 S s 7 , under  the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  Daniel  Kauff- 
man. a brick  structure  was  erected  on  a back  street  at  a cost 
of  52,500.  d'lie  deed  was  made  on  the  50th  day  of  March, 
1N57,  b v John  Brunner  and  Margaret,  his  wife,  to  David 
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Wendling,  Samuel  Sherck,  Jsw  and  Michael  Heim  for  Si23. 

Although  United  Brethren  ministers  preached  in  Fredericks- 
burg as  far  back  as  1S00,  the  first  class  was  not  organized  un- 
til 1S30,  which  was  just  three  y6ars  before  Rev.  Jacob  Frb  or- 
ganized the  class  at  Sherk  s Meeting  House,  which  is  said  to 
have  been  the  first  class  organized  east  of  the  Susquehanna. 
Indeed,  from  all  I can  gather  concerning- the  matter,  Freder- 
icksburg has  the  oldest  organized  class  on  this  side  of  the 
riv^r,  unless  it  be  Salem.  Lebanon,  which  / believe  organised 
not  later  than  1S20.  At  any  rate,  Fredericksburg  and  vicinity 
was  one  of  the  firsFappointments  of  our  pioneer  preachers,  and 
has  furnished  many  noble  and  distinguished  United  Brethren, 
including  Casper  Sherk,  kuefolph  ?Ji<lrk,  Jolin  Light,  the  Grolis 
and  others.  Mr.  Simon  Desh.  of  Lebanon,  now  in  his  ninety- 
first  year  was  converted  at  a meeting  held  at  the  home  of  John 
Light,  “tanner."  near  Fredericksburg,  in  1840.  That  was  a 
wonderful  meeting,  and  scores  were  converted  who  afterward 
became  pillars  in  the  church.  Rudolph  Sherk  asked  per- 
mission for  United  Brethren  to  preach  in  the  Mennonite 
church,  but  it  was  not  granted,  then  lie  fixed  up  a log  house 
on  his  land  for  public  worship;  took  out  the  partitions  and 
made  such  other  changes  as  seemed  suitable,  and  thus  opened 
his  own  home  to  our  ministers.  Services  were  also  held  in 
in  Grove's  Mill,  south  of  town.  I11  1.876,  under  the  pastorate 
of  Rev.  John  Binkley,  with  Rev.  George  Lentz.  John  Weller, 
Joshua  Light.  John  Long  and  Samuel  Rickert  as  trustees,  the 
present  church  was  erected  in  Fredericksburg  at  a cost  of 
S3, non.  Rev.  W.  II . Boyer  is  the  pastor.  Previous  to  that 
time  our  people  worshiped  in  priv  ate  houses  and  with  the 
Fvangelical  Association . 

The  history  of  United  Brethren  ism  in  the  vicinitv  of  Pal- 
myra runs  back  almost  a century;  but  in  the  town  of  Palmyra 
it  is  of  more  recent  origin . In  1.843  Rev  Simon  Xoll  preached 
in  a house  near  the  tollgate;  and  in  1 S60  a class  was  organized . 
In  1864  Rev.  J.  Shoop  preached  in  a tin-smith  shop  in  Pal- 
myra; and  in  1870  Mrs.  Amanda  Phillips  and  Mrs.  Lli/.a 
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Strickler,  and  a few  others,  urged  the  necessity  of  building  a 
church  in  Palmyra,  which  was  finally  accomplished  in  iqoo 
under  the  efficent  management  of  Rev.  J.  R.  Blecker,  and  cost 
SiX.ooo.  Rev.  R.  R.  Butterwick  is  the  pastor. 

For  a period  of  fifty  years  United  Brethren  hav  e held  divine 
services  in  the  vicinity  of  Avon,  usually  at  the  home  of  Joseph 
Light,  who  was  a local  preacher:  but  the  church  was  not  or- 
ganized in  that  place  until  1X7 2,  when  the  following  were  en- 
rolled as  charter  members  of  Zion  United-^  Brethren  church  atr 
Avon  : Joseph  Light.  James  Benson.  John  If.  Benson,  Peter 
Swope,  Peter  Rauch,  Philip  Schaeffer  and  Jacob  Loser.  Rev. 
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Samuel  Molin  was  the  first  pastor  of  this  new  charge,  whose 
charter  members  previoiislv  belonged  to  Salem,  Lebanon. 
In  that  year  i 1S72)  a frame  church  was  erected  where  the 
present  house  now  stands.  That  church  served  the  purposes 
of  the  societv  for  about  a quarter  of  a century,  when'  the 
modern  house  now  occupied  by  the  congregation  was  built  at 
a cost  of  about  live  thousand.  The  congregation  is  large  and 
influential,  and  is  now  placing  a pipe  organ  in  the  auditorium. 
The  pastor  is  Rev.  L.  R.  Kramer. 
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Rev.  Joseph  F.  Light,  third  spji  of  Rev.  Felix  Light,  was 
closely  and  actively  identified  with  his  father  and  two  older 
brothers  in  the  work  of  the  ministry  in  the  early' history  ofthe 
church,  and  was  a man  of  fine  mind  and  spiritual  persohalitv. 
and  was  magnetic  and  persuasive  as  a preacher.  While  h£ 
addressed  himself  in  public  appeal  to  the  intelligence  of  is 
audience,  his  real  aim  was  the  heart,  which  foe  reached  bv  the 
tender  touch  of  divine  pit,}'  and  warmth  of  feeling.  In  all  of 
the  ins  and  opts  of  life  Mr.  Light  was  faithful  and  affectionate, 
placing  personal  honor  and  public  weal  far  above  the  fog  of 
an  unholy  fellowship^nd  thais  won  for  himself  and’ his  pos- 
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terity  and  the.  church  the  highest  esteem  He  died  in  iS 
His  children  now  living  are  Mr.  Israel  II.  Light.  Mr.  Asaph 
S.  Light,  Mrs.  Ksther  Meilev.  Mrs.  J.)orcas  Marquart  and 
Mrs.  Uriah  Seltzer. 

One  of  the  most  deservedly  distinguished  members  in  the 
laity  of  the  church  in  recent  years  was  Felix  II.  Light,  who 
was  the  son  of  Rev.  Casper  Light,  and  a grandson  of  Rev. 
Felix  Light,  both  of  whom  were  ministers  of  great  usefulness 
in  the  early  history  of  the  church,  especially  in  Lebanon 


1'  N IT  !■  I > RRKTHRKX  nH’RCH  IN  t.KRANOX  COUNTY. 


count\-.  He  died  on  Thursday  evening,  December  26,  iyor, 
in  the  ;bth  year  of  his  age.  Like  his  distinguished  grand- 
father, he  was  the  embodiment  of  physical  strength  and  come- 
liness, and  enjoyed  almost  perfect  health  within  a year  or  so  of 
his  death,  when  he  began  to  decline.  In  early  life  he  became 
a Clrristiau  and  joined  Salem  United  Brethren  church,  with 
whose  interests  he  was  actively  and  earnestly  associated  the 
balance  of  his  life,  but  was  sufficiently  Christ-like  to  extend 
his  religious  sympathy  and  co-operation  farT^eyond  the  activi- 
ties of  that  local  society,  and  was  officially  associated  with  the 
establishment  of  the  church  in  other  places.  He  was  one  of 
first  trustees  of  Trinity  church  in  Lebanon,  and  contributed 
largely  to  its  work  and  welfare,  iu  money  and  in  character. 
His  interest  in  religion  and  the  progress  of  Christianitv  in- 
creased all  through  his  life.  “The  path  of  the  Just  is  as  the 
shining  light,  that  shineth ^nore  and  more  unto  the  perfect 
day."  Moreover,  there  was  sunshine  id  his  soul  from  day  to 
day,  m>  matter  what  the  outward  conditions  of  life*  were.  In 
heart  and  life  he  was  pure  and  good:  in  the  social  circle  lie  was 
an  inspiration:  in  the  sanctuary  he  was  reverent  and  devout: 
in  business  lie  was  honest  and  fairly  successful  ; and  in  the 
home  he  was  the  main  source  of  joy  to  wife  and  children. 
The  death  of  his  wife  was  a great  sorrow  to  him  : but  he 
found  unlimited  delight  in  the  fellowship  of  his  children,  of 
which  he  had  fifteen.  He  lived  and  died  in  the  hope  of  a 
blessed  immortality,  realizing  that  the  Lord  was  his  shepherd, 
which  is  the  best  legacy  one  can  leave  behind. 

One  of  the  founders  of  Trinity  United  Brethren  church  was 
Mr.  John  B.  Rauch,  who  died  in  1S95,  leaving  a widow  and 
five  children,  Charles  K.,  Mrs.  Catherine  Miller,  Mrs.  Helen 
Burtner.  Jacob  H.  and  Miss  Sarah.  Mr.  Rauch  was  a man 
of  strong  character,  consistent  habits  and  most  honorable  in. 
all  his  relations  in  life.  Marly  in  life  he  became  a Christian, 
and  straightway  joined  Salem  U.  B.  church,  in  which  he  was 
an  active,  enterprising  member  until  1867,  when  he,  with 
fifty-eight  others,  became  a charter  member  of  Trinity  church. 
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with  which  He  remained  actively  ^identified  till  he  died.  His 
life  was  well  spent  in  almost  ever>;  respect,  and  supremely  so 
in  the  matters"of  morals  and  religion,  concerning  which  he 
lived  a life  hid  with  Christ  in  God,  and  brought  up  his  lovely 
family  in  the  fear  and  admonition  of  the  Lord.  Xo  man’s  life* 
and  labor  can  be  more  divinely  cherished  or  more  heartily -ap- 
preciated than  those  oPJohn  B Rauch  are  by-Trinity  church, 
to  whose  establishment  and  progress  he  contributed  most  gen- 
erously in  money,  labor  and  character  He  was  a man  of  - 
God  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word.  Through  his  blessed  in- 
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fluenee  very  many  were  led  to  forsake  sin  and  embrace  the 
Saviour,  and  were  thus  added  to  the  church. 

The  conference  picture  herewith  furnished  is  that  of  the 
members  of  the  Hast  Pennsylvania  Conference,  which  met  in 
Annville,  February  21,  1X67. 

It  is  a historic  picture,  including  some  pioneer  ministers  of 
special  distinction,  such  as  William  Otterbein,  Jacob  Hrb, 
Jacob  Roop,  J.  A.  Sand,  Geo.  A.  Mark,  Sr.,  Joseph  F.  Light, 
and  others. 
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Among  tlie^e  scraps  of  unwritte^  history  the  reader  will  find 
the  authograph  of  Rev:  Felix  Light, including  a facsimile  of  an 
assignment  by  Casper  Scherk  to  Casper  Light,  in  which  Fejix 
Light,  Jos.  Gunge  and  Casper  Light^certify  that  their  shares 


Trinity  Church,  Lebanon. 
were  paid,  as  follows:  , 

Abrill  den  jten  1S26  ich  Casper  Scherk  ibergab  all  mein 
Recht  von  dem  bant  an  Casper  Licht 
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Das  gelt  auf  dieses  bant  is  bezahlt  unser  (Signed ) Casper 
Seherlc 

Sehier  . . . ( Signed)  Felix  Lieht 

Jos.  Gnuge 
Casper  Licht 

. Felix  Lieht 

August  den  2den  1825  enipfang  von  Rutolf  Scherck  nie  som 
38  daler  un  12  cent  von  dem  bant  emfann  von  mir  Felix 

Licht  , 

April  the  7th  1826,  I,  Casper  Scherk  transfer  all  niv  right 
in  this  bond  unto  Casper  Light. 


Casper  Schkkk's  Bond. 


The  money  (duej  on  this  bond  is  paid.  Casper  Scherk. 
Our  three  shares.  Felix  Light 
Jos.  Gnuge 
Casper  Light 
Felix  Light. 

August  the  2nd,  1825,  received  from  Rudolph  Scherk  the 
sum  of  3S  dollars  and  12  cents  of  the  bond  ; received  from  me* 

Feffx  Light. 

Mr.  Gideon  Light,  an  excellent  cut  of  whom  accompanies 
this  sketch  was  uot  a pioneer  United  Brethren,  but  figured  infill- 
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entially  iu  the  affair  of  the  churcj^  more  recently,  especially  in 
the  city  and  vicinity  of  Lebauou,  where  he  was  born  in  1831, 
and  died  Apr+1  i S , 1902,  in  tbe  ;cd  year  of  his  age.  He,  was 
born  in  the  old  dwelling  erected  by  his  father.  Mr.  Jacob 
■Light,  on  the  north  side  of  .MapTe  street,  just  west  of  Ninth? 
in  1823.  The  house  is  still  standing  in  a good  state  of  -pre- 
servation, and  is  the  only  house  on  that  side  of  the  block  that 
stands  fluslFwith  the  street.  It  was  built  by  Mr.  Jacob  Light 
while  he  lived,  in  the  old  log  house  standing  in  the  center  of- 
the  common. just  south  of  Maple  street,  between  Ninth  and 
Tenth.  This  old  hopse,  sithated  in  a clump  of  large  and 
small  fruit  trees,  by  Jwhich  *it‘ is  almost  completely  concealed, 


Gideon  Light’s  Birth-place,  1823. 

is  an  interesting  landmark  in  the  local  history  of  the  place — a 
quaint  relic  of  ve  olden  times.  It  is  a one-storv  log  structure, 
about  50x25  feet,  and  has  two  dormer  windows  on  each  side. 
It  is  weather-boarded  outside  and  plastered  within,  and  is  most 
curiously  constructed.  The  house  contains  four  rooms  and  a 
hallway  below,  the  latter  about  twelve  feet  wide  and  running 
the  entire-width  of  the  house,  with  a very  large  “fireplace”  on 
the  west  side,  in  the  center.  The  partition  dividing  the  west 
half  into  two  apartments  is  carved  and  paneled,  and  contains 
drawers  and  wardrobes,  all  strangely  strong  and  curiously 
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painted  As  to  the  garret,  that  is  divided  into  several  apart- 
ments. the  kind  lady  of  the  house  told  me.  The  timbers  are 
rough-hewn  and  plenty  thick  enough  for  safety.  The  house 
was  built  not  later  than  1775.  and  stands  on  what  was  then 
northern  border  of  the  Liglit  farm,  which  extended  as  far  south 
as  Church  street,  and  about  equally  widely  east  and  west. 
This  quaint  old  house, owned  and  occupied  by  a Mr.  Reinoehl.I 
believe,  was  not  only  a social  center  in  the  years  agone, but  was 
used  for  sanctuary  purposes  by  the  United-Brethren,  it  being 
one  of  their  many  preaching  places  in  the  city  and  vicinity  of 
Lebanon.  This  old  house,  now  dingy  and  dilapidated,  but 


Gideon  Light’s  Home.  1775. 

then  new  and  welf-kept,  was  once  the  scene  of  many  happy 
occasions  of  a social  and  religious  nature  ; for  it  was  the  main 
trysting  place  of  our  people  in  the  early  history  of  the  church. 
To  the  home  of  Jacob  Light  came  old  and  young,  either  for 
social  fellowship  or  for  religious  worship.  With  the  fragrance 
of  the  many  flowers  that  bloomed  in  the  yard,  the  home-life  of 
the  Lights  sent  out  the  odor  of  old  time  hospitality,  as  wide 
and  sweet  as  it  was  generous  and  sincere.  O,  for  more  heart 
and  less  form  in  the  social  affairs  of  life  ! 

In  this  old  Louse  Mr.  Felix  Light,  brother  of  Gideon,  was 
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born  eighty  Years  ago.  Mr.  F^ljx  Light,  of  whom  I now 
..speak,  is  still  living.  ' 

Hut,  to  go  Hack  to  Mr.  Gideon  Light.  I may  sav  that  he 
was  one  of  the  most  prominent^  atfd  useful  members  of  th^ 
''church  in  Lebanon  county.  He  was  a life-long  member  of 
Salem  church,  in  which  he  was  a leading  officer -for  urany 
years.  He  was  identified  with  all  of  the  aggressive  movements 
of  his  church  and  congregation  in  recent  years,  and  sustained 
with  ajiberal  band  all  of  their  material  improvements.  But  - 
most  of  all,  Mr.  Light  was  interested  in  the  spiritual  \yelfare  of 
the  church  and  comurfTnity,  h'isJong  life  being  an  unbroken 
expression  of  love  tA  God  andhumamty . He  was  a quiet 
man,  retiring  in  disposition,  good  to  the  poor,  fionest and  pure 
in  his  private  and  public  relations,  and  held  in  high  esteem  bv 
all  who  knew  him.  _In  politics  hi  was  a Democrat,  and  as 
such  was  elected  county  treasurer  in  1873.  and  performed  the 
duties  of  that  office  with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to 
the  people.  Indeed,  in  every  relation  in  life  he  was  a model 
man:  and  his  home,  like  that  of  Lvdia,  was  thrown  open  with  a 
wide  welcome  to  God’s  ministering  servants,  whether  preachers 
or  laymen.  As  a Christian,  as  a church  member,  as  a neigh- 
bor, as  a husband,  as  a father,  as  a brother,  as  a friend  and  as 
a fellow  worker  in ispirituaf  and  material  .affairs,  he  was  true 
and  faithful.  Moreover,  his  large  and  interesting  family  are 
all  members  of  the  church. 

A stroll  with  Mr.  John  Yiugst  over  Abraham  Draksel’s farm 
now  divided  and  otherwise  greatly  changed,  awakened  manv 
tender  and  grateful  thoughts  concerning  the  “Silenced 
Preacher,’’  whose  lovely  life  spoke  more  loudly  for  Christ 
than  his  eloquent  tongue,  by  which  the  good  seed  of  the 
Kingdom  was  widely  scattered  through  the  western  part  of  the 
State.  The  house  in  which  he  lived  has  been  completely 
raised,  ami  the  site  is  occupied  by  a little  frame  tool-house,  or 
something  of  that  kind.  Under  the  little  frame  structure  there 
is  the  same  spring  over  which  the  dwelling  stood,  while  back 
of  it  are  marks  of  cellar  and  foundation.  The  long,  two-storv 
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log  house,  in  which  Rev.  Draksel  lived,  once  stood  here.  It 
liad  a very  wide  hall  way  running  crosswise,  with  several 
rotmis  on  each  side,  including  parlor  and  “living  room,’’  and 
several  good  rooms  upstairs.  The  garret  was  long  and  dark, 
and  was  sometimes  used  for  the  purpose  of  smoking  meat. 

At>out  two  hundred 'yards  from  the  site  of  the  old  home, 
and  most  thickly  occupied  bv  a clump  of  slender  trees,  includ- 
ing a thicker  undei brush,  is  the  Draksel  graveyard.  I do 
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not  know  that  any  of  Rev.  Draksel’s  immediate  family  are 
buried  here,  but  a number  of  his  kindred  are.  The  graves  are 
marked  by  native  stones  and  bear  no  inscription,  so  far  as  I 
could  see  through  the  thicket  ; and  without  an  ax  and  a Seville 
it  would  be  impossible  to  examine  more  closely.  Hut  some 
one  knows  who  sleeps  there,  and  lie'll,  find  then ) 

The  Schaefferstown  church  was  an  outgrowth  of  the  Weiss 
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Appointment,  ryid  included  in  its  membership,  besides  the 
Weiss  family,  such  men  as  George  Ikockey,  benjamin  Bru- 
-baker  (grandfather  of  Joseph.-  H.  BruSaker, ) Michael  Dissin- 
ger,  Frederick  Kline,  Jonas  Krumbine^  Cyrus  Beamesderfer. 
Joseph  Horst,  Samuel  Wingert,  Leonard  Hartman  and  Sam- 
uel Dissinger.  Schaefferstown  was  visited  by  Rev.  Christian  ) 
Newcomer  more  than  a century  ago.  and  also  byjiis  associates 
in  the  gospel, -who  occasionally  preached  there  in  private 
houses.  About  .1S40  the  church  was  organized  there,  and 
soon  a/tei^a  house  of  worship  waserected.  Rev.  Arndt  is  the 
• present  pastor. 

In  the  city  and  count  ^of  Lebanon  the  cause  of  Christ  and 
the  United  Brethren  church  ha^e  b^en  giYhUy- MeSsed  by  the 
lives  and  labors  of  such  men  as  Moses  Heilman,  Tobias  Krei- 
der.' William  Hornafius,  Joseph  Suavely,  Abraham  Herr, 
Klias  Dundore.  Michael  Kreider,  Daniel  Kreider,  Samuel 
Weiss,  John  Weiss.  Cyrus  Mutch,  Peter  Zimmerman,  Christ- 
ian Groh,  Joseph  Kllenberger,  Henry  Gingrich,  John  Funk, 
John  Phillips.  John  Light,  Samuel  Schaeffer.  Rudolph  Sherk, 
Samuel  Bowman.  William  Rupp.  Joseph  Moyer,  John  L. 
Meyers.  John  Sherk,  Henry  Light.  Henry  Blouch.  Michael 
Seltzer,  Daniel  Light,  Samuel  Fitter.  George  A.  Mark,  Sr., 
George  A.  Mark,  Jr..  Joseph  IJght.  John  H . Kinports.  Joseph 
R.  Fuston.  John  B.  Rauch.  Simon  Noll.  Michael  Blecker, 
Michael  Haak,  Jonas  Knoll,  Job  Light,  Felix  H.  Light,  Jos- 
eph Young,  John  Spangler,  William  Wolf,  George  Zeller,  Da- 
vid Moyer,  S.  S.  Horst,  Joseph  H.  Light,  Henry  Gelbach, 
Rudolph  Kreider. 


Among  the  pioneer  ministers  and  members  of  the  United 
Brethren  church  there  were  no  literary  lights,  and  but  one  dis- 
tinguished theologian  ; but  they  were  men  of  intelligence  and 
integrity,  full  of  faith  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  apt  to  teach  and 
anxious  to  save  souls,  the  crowned  princes  of  God.  They 
found  the  fields  white  already  to  harvest,  and  when  much  pre- 
cious grain  had  been  gathered,  they  put  the  outstanding 
sheaves  and  shocks,  by  which  I mean  individual  Christians 
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and  congregations,  of  which  there  were  many,  within  the  shel- 
ter of  a visibly  organized  church.  After  all,  human  history  is 
a divine  story..  God’s  hand  and  heart  appear  on  every  page, 
no  matter  what  the  writer,  who  is  always  the  maker  of  his- 
tory. strives  to  be,  or  not  to'be  : to  do,  or  leave  undone.  Our 
heavenly  Father  guides  the  good  and  overrules  the  bad,  and 
thus  makes  up  the  record.  I recognize  His  hand  in  the  origin 
and  organization  of  our  Church,  in  the  preservation  and  de- 
velopment of  her  spirituality  : in  the  evoluth^n  and  multipli- 
cation of  the  pure  and  nappy  lives  which  constitute  her  mem- 
bership. and  in  the  hopeful  outlook  with  which  we  are  per- 
mitted to  enter  upon  the  second  century  of  our  life  and  labor. 

Moreover,  instead  of  being  a split  _or  splinter  from  some 
other  church,  riven  and  wrested  from  its  rightful  relations  by 
internal  strife  and  contention,  as  has  been  the  case  in  too  many 
instances,  the  Church  of  theTlnited  Brethren  in  Christ  came 
forth  like  her  Master,  in  the  spirit  of  saVing  love,  and  even 
“as  a root  out  of  a dry  ground, without  form  and  comeliness, ’ ’ 
so  barren  seemed  the  soil  and  utterly  unpropitious  the  circum- 
stances of  her  origin  and  organization.  But  secretly  and  si- 
lenlv  she  grew  from  that  visible  stock  whence  all  true  believ- 
ers get  their  spiritual  life  and  power,  and  are  thereby  placed 
in  the  line  of  promotion,  not  to  worldly  fame  and  honor,  but 
to  eternal  life  and  glory.  Throughout  the  borders  of  this 
Commonwealth,  along  the  high  ridges  and  wide  ranges  of  the 
Allegheny  Mountains,  from  Lancaster  to  the  lakes,  her  faith- 
ful evangelists  searched  out  the  hidden  places  of  spiritual 
need,  that  they  might  break  the  bread  of  life  to  the  perishing, 
which  they  did  in  many  towns  and  communties  where  the 
United  Brethren  church  is  not  now  established.  But  their 
long  rides  and  abundant  labors  are  over  now,  and  to  each  and 
all  the  Master  has  said,  “well  done.”  Life  is  the  day  for  toil, 
death  is  the  night  for  repose  : life  is  the  dusty  march  and 
stormv  Hattie . death  is  the  warrior’s  welcome  liomeT  “Jesus, 
Jesus,”  said  the  dying  Olterbein,  “I  die,  but  thou  livest,  and 
and  soon  I shall  live  with  thee.  The  conflict  is  over  and  past. 
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I begin  to  feel  an  unspeakable  fulness  of  love  and  peace  di- 
vine. Eay  my  head  upon 'fay  pillow  and  be  still.”  With 
those  sweet  words'he  fell  asleep.'  Peace  to  his  ashes  ! -Blessed 
be  his  memory  ! Thank  God  arfd  the  Church  for  stich  men 
and  for  such  serv  ices  1 _ ^ • 

) 


